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Montreal, June 6, 2019 
 
The Honorable Ginette Petitpas Taylor 
Minister of Health 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
 
 
Dear Minister Petitpas Taylor, 
 
Our organizations are all independent women’s health groups with a strong interest in the creation of a 
national pharmacare program and the modernization of Price Review Process Guidelines of the Patented 
Medicines Prices Review Board. Collectively, we represent a broad range of individual women and 
women’s groups in Quebec, and we have followed the developments of the PMPRB working group with 
increasing consternation. 
 
As many independent researchers have repeatedly demonstrated, Canada pays much higher prices for 
its patented medicines than any other developed country with a publicly funded health care system. This 
impacts heavily on the rest of the healthcare system as that money is needed to improve healthcare 
services that are facing severe challenges due to the needs of our aging population as well the range of 
emerging health issues and chronically underfunded services. 
 
We understand that the pharmaceutical industry and their representatives, including pharmaceutical 
industry-funded “patient advocacy” groups, will use every tactic at their disposal to attempt to force the 
government to abandon any attempts at reforming the guidelines. As literally billions of dollars of profit 
for the companies are at stake, this is unsurprising. But this money is desperately needed elsewhere in 
the healthcare system. 
 
Further, independent researchers have repeated demonstrated that the arguments of pharmaceutical 
companies regarding the reasons for excessive costs of new drugs fall far short of justifying these prices. 
Finally, using countries with national healthcare programs that include pharmacare is an essential reform 
in determining ceilings on prices. The current basket of seven comparison countries to establish price 
ceilings includes the world’s four most expensive countries for drugs, most notably the United States 
which has no mechanisms whatsoever for limiting drug prices. 



 

 

 
We strongly support the government’s modernization of the Pricing Review Process Guidelines. They are 
profoundly fair, reasonable and long overdue. Of course, a national pharmacare program is equally 
urgent. 
 
We applaud the final report of the Working Group and sincerely hope you will move forward with the 
modernization before the Parliament adjourns on June 21st. You would have the full support of women’s 
health groups that are truly independent from pharmaceutical funding. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jennifer Beeman, Executive Director, Breast Cancer Action Quebec, on behalf of: 
 

 
Breast Cancer Action Quebec 
 
Réseau québécois d'action pour la santé des femmes (RQASF) 
 
Centre de santé des femmes de Montréal 
 
L’R des centres de femmes du Québec 
 
Relais-femmes 
 
Table de concertation de Laval en condition féminine 
 
Table de concertation du mouvement des femmes de la Mauricie (TCMFM) 
 
Regroupement Naissance-Renaissance 

 
 
 
 
CC: Kathryn Nowers, Senior Policy Advisor 
Douglas Clark, Executive Director, Patented Medicine Prices Review Board   
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